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Taxes are what we pay for
civilized society.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.



Taxation is theft.

A guy at a baseball game



What is Liberty?

• Simply stated, individual liberty is the absence of 
coercion among men.

• No one may initiate violence against others.

• No one may take the property of others without
their consent.



Left – Right Paradigm

Regulated Economy

Personal Freedom

Market Economy

Regulated Morality



The “Libertarian” Dimension



My Perspective



Economic vs Political Means

There are two fundamentally opposed means whereby man, 
requiring sustenance, is impelled to obtain the necessary means
for satisfying his desires. These are work and robbery, one’s own
labor and the forcible appropriation of the labor of others… I 
propose in the following discussion to call one’s own labor and 
the equivalent exchange of one’s own labor for the labor of 
others, the “economic means” for the satisfaction of needs, 
while the unrequited appropriation of the labor of others will be 
called the “political means.”

Franz Oppenheimer



Chodorov on Taxation

The state is saying to its citizens: your earnings are not
exclusively your own, we the State have a claim on them and 
ourt claim precedes yours, we will allow you to keep some of it
because we recognize your need but not your right. Whatever
we grant you for yourself is for us to decide. Moreover the
amount of your earnings that you may keep for yourself is
determined by the needs of government and you have nothing
to say about it.

Frank Chodorov. The Income Tax: Root of all Evil



Taxation without
Representation?

• “Subject to the Consent of the Governed”

• The Governed delegate their authority to their representatives

• Basis of the “Social Contract”

• But… can you delegate authority you do not possess?

• How many men…?



Legalized Theft



The Enemy of the State



Objections to the
Libertarian View



Sowell on Greed



Williams on Social Justice



The Great Bastiat

“Socialism, like the ancient ideas from
which it springs, confuses the distinction
between government and society. As a 
result of this, every time we object to a 
thing being done by government, the
socialists conclude that we object to its
being done at all. We disapprove of state
education. Then the socialists say that we
are opposed to any education. We object to
a state religion. Then the socialists say that
we want no religion at all. We object to a 
state-enforced equality. Then they say that
we are against equality. And so on, and so 
on. It is as if the socialists were to accuse us
of not wanting persons to eat because we
do not want the state to raise grain.” 

Frédéric Bastiat, The Law




